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SUBJECT: JAPANESE REACTION TO USSR 200-MILE FISHING ZONE 

1 . SOVIET ESTABLISHMENT OF 200-MILE FISHING ZONE WAS 
ONE-DAY SENSATION IN WEEKEND TOKYO PRESS. 

2. "SURPRISE" EXPRESSED TO MEDIA BY JAPANESE OFFICIALS 
ON CLOSE READING RELATES TO SOVIETS' EARLY TIMING, 

NOT TO CREATION OF ZONE. NEWSPAPERS POINTED OUT THAT 
FULLY TEN PERCENT OF JAPANESE CATCH HISTORICALLY TAKEN 
FROM WATERS OVER WHICH USSR HAS PROCLAIMED JURISDICTION. 
MOVE SEEN AS FURTHER WEAKENING JAPANESE POSITION IN 
CLIMATIC US-JAPAN BARGAINING ROUND THIS WEEK, AND 

AS PRESAGING VERY RIGID SOVIET ATTITUDE IN USSR- JAPAN 
FISHING TALKS SCHEDULED FOR NEXT MARCH. RUSSIANS, 
ACCORDING TO PRESS, HAD ALREADY LET IT BE KNOWN 
THAT THEY WOULD INSIST THAT JAPANESE CATCH IN USSR 
EXCLUSIVE ZONE BE NO GREATER THAN SOVIET CATCH 
IN JAPANESE COASTAL WATERS. 

3. NOTION THAT JAPAN OUGHT TO DECLARE OWN 200-MILE 
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AND USSR SEEMS TO BE GAINING CURRENCY: I.E., IT 
SUGGESTED IN YOMIURI EDITORIAL, VARIOUS INTERPRETIVE 
REPORTS AND IN PRESS CONFERENCE CALLED BY HOKKAIDO 
FISHERMEN. 

HODGSON 
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